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Course Overview

This course prepares students to conduct original scientific research on asylum law from an action research perspective.  Scientific legal research aims to make a contribution to science, to add to the existing knowledge about the legal world.  Action research is crucial in applied social justice and human rights settings.  It is used by government agencies, international governmental organizations (IGOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) for evaluating programs, assessing grant projects, developing needs assessments, and making policy decisions.  

People don't usually do research the way people who write books about research say that people do research.
-- Arthur Bachrach

Action research is a dynamic, collaborative, and open-ended process.  Research questions, community partners, the scholarly literature, and practical considerations should drive the research design, hypotheses, data collection, data analysis, and the interpretation and presentation of the results.  Such a process is often messy and rarely follows a linear path.  

Students will work hand-in-hand with faculty and community members in designing and running two community-based research projects.  The first involves conducting background country reports for the Florence Project and compiling this information in a format that will be of most use to their staff.  The second research project should develop organically from our work with the Florence Project. 
Students will be involved in all aspects of this project from developing the research question, to conducting a review of the relevant literature, building community partners, developing the research design, securing Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval, and, if time allows, collecting the data.  

I am a strong proponent of mixed-methods research.  Both qualitative and quantitative research methods have their place and researchers should have facility in both without disparaging either.  This course breaks down many artificial borders that are common in university research courses.  It is learner-centered, community-embedded, inter-disciplinary, and trans-disciplinary.  The success of the course will require a willingness to be respectful, open-minded, and a willingness to learn from each other.  We all must do our part to make the course a success.  

Take the scientist.  If he has matured in the scientific tradition, he

is willing to give up every particular of his scientific findings (they are 

all preliminary, never final), but he will never give up the scientific 

attitude, even if a tyrant should demand it of him. 






--- Paul Tillich, Ultimate Concern
Course Objectives

The overall class objectives are to help you develop a "scientific research attitude" and an “action research ethos.”  A scientific research attitude includes a skeptical but informed stance toward previous research, a certain amount of hubris about your ability to contribute to scientific knowledge, a substantial amount of humility before your data, an acceptance of the provisional status of empirical results, and a strong commitment to conduct research ethically.  An action research ethos reorients our thinking about research to simultaneously emphasize action, research, and participation (see Greenwood and Levin 2007, 6-7).  We will work together throughout the semester to create our own understanding of these terms and their inter-relationships. 
More specifically, by the end of the semester students will: 
1. Have a good understanding of action research including its historical and theoretical contexts, ethical and political considerations, and an overview of major “methods” of action research. 
2. Be intimately familiar with major theoretical perspectives and empirical literature in selected areas of legal research on asylum law including:
a. An excellent critical understanding of the current processes in asylum law. 

b. The academic literature on asylum law.  

c. Issues in asylum law that local NGOs are facing on a daily basis. 

3. Develop a greater understanding of quantitative and qualitative research methods including having
a. an appreciation for the importance of mixed-methods research. 
b. acquired an increased facility in selected qualitative and quantitative research techniques through reading examples of these techniques and the development of an action research proposal.  

4. Will have made substantial contributions to action research projects, especially the development of a research design for dealing with asylum law issues in Arizona.  Students will have
a. Participated in the design, planning, and implementation of an action research study, including determining a research topic related to asylum law and developing research questions that need to be addressed.
b. Experienced the process of developing and designing participatory community research projects.
c. Better understood how to negotiate the ethical and political challenges in conducting action research, especially on legal issues.

d. Gained important experience working in research teams.
e. Developed a research proposal based on the action research project

Reasonable Accommodations

The instructor will be happy to work with students who require reasonable accommodations for disabilities or other circumstances. Students who wish accommodations for a disability should contact DRC as early as possible to assure appropriate accommodations can be provided. 

WARNING!
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism includes not only the exact duplication of an author's words but also an unacknowledged close paraphrase.  When in doubt give a citation. Students are responsible for knowing and observing the ASU Student Life Academic Integrity Code. The introduction to this code states the following:

“The highest standards of academic integrity are expected of all students. The failure of any student to meet these standards may result in suspension or expulsion from the university and/or other sanctions as specified in the academic integrity policies of the individual academic unit. Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to, cheating, fabrication, tampering, plagiarism, or facilitating such activities. The university and unit academic integrity policies are available from the Office of the Provost and Academic Affairs and from the deans of the individual academic units.”

The rest of the code, which consists of several pages, is available on the ASU web page. 
Course/Instructor Evaluation


The course/instructor evaluation for this course will be conducted online 7-10 days before the last official day of classes for any given semester. The use of a course/instructor evaluation is an important process that allows our college to (1) help faculty improve their instruction, (2) help administrators evaluate instructional quality, (3) ensure high standards of teaching, and (4) ultimately improve instruction and student learning over time. Completion of the evaluation is not required for you to pass this class and will not affect your grade, but your cooperation and participation in this process is critical. About two weeks before the class finishes, watch for an e-mail with "ASU Course/Instructor Evaluation" in the subject heading. The email will be sent to your official ASU e-mail address, so make sure ASU has your current email address on file. You can check this online at the following URL: http://www.asu.edu/epoupdate/
Course Requirements

Homework (30 Points):  


I hear, and I forget;


I see, and I remember;


I do, and I understand.

  
                                 ---- Chinese Proverb


Research is a craft that can only be mastered through a combination of "doing" research and observing others who are good at "doing" research.  Short assignments will be assigned throughout the semester to help you get a feel for conducting research and to encourage you to critically reflect on the research of others.  These assignments might include critical analyses of previous studies, class presentations, submissions to course discussion boards, statistical assignments, and reflection papers.   These will mostly be assigned during the first half of the semester.
Portfolio and Journal (25 Points):  Each student will turn in a research portfolio that includes copies of scholarly articles, field notes, notes from films and class presentations, journal entries, and two short reflective essays.  Basically, you should begin to take critical reflection notes from Day One.  More details will be provided during the semester.

Community Research Projects (45 Points):  Students and faculty will form research teams that will work together throughout the semester on two action research projects.  The first project will involve compiling country condition reports for the Florence Project.  The second project will be to develop a research proposal in conjunction with community partners.  Groups will conduct a thorough literature review, develop theoretically informed research questions, formulate hypotheses, develop the appropriate research design, prepare the necessary IRB documents, and collect initial data (as time allows).  NOTE: The academic literature review is critical to all scientific research, and one of the main contributions that academics can provide the community so it will need to be especially well done.  At the end of the semester, each group will turn in a research proposal that includes a well-developed and thorough literature review. 
Meetings with the Instructor:  Once or twice a month students, either individually or as research teams are expected to meet with the Instructor outside of class time.  The students should submit an agenda for this meeting by the morning of the scheduled meeting. 
Attendance and Preparation:  Class attendance is expected. Since class sessions will often be conducted in seminar or group format, attendance, preparation, and participation from all students are crucial for the success of this course.  Students missing more than three class periods will have ten points deducted from their course grade.  Excessive tardiness (more than 5-10 minutes) counts as an absence.  Regular attendance at research meetings is also expected. 

Late Papers:  All late assignments, without a valid excuse, will be penalized two points per day. 

Grades

     Your grade will be determined as follows: 

	97 and above 
	A+
	77-79
	C+

	93-96
	A
	70-76
	C

	90-92
	A-
	60-69
	D

	87-89
	B+
	Below 60
	E

	83-86
	B
	
	

	80-82
	B-
	
	


Required Books

Greenwood, Davydd J. and Morten Levin. Introduction to Action Research: Social Research for Social Change. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publishing, 2006.  (Paperback, $50.95), (ISBN= 1412925975).
Kenney, David Ngaruri and Philip G. Schrag. Asylum Denied: A Refugee’s Struggle for Safety in 

America. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008. (Paperback, $20.00), (ISBN= 

9780520261594). 
Babbie, Research “Glossary” (Handout) 

Additional short readings, especially for your research groups, will be required as needed.

Information will also be regularly posted on Blackboard.  

STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE ACCESS TO BLACKBOARD!

Course Outline and Readings
Week 1

Introduction to Action Research and Asylum Law 

Readings:
Well-Founded Fear Discussion Guide (Handout in Class) 
Movie:


Well-Founded Fear, Directed by Michael Camerini and Shari Robertson 

Week 2 

The Current Status of Asylum Law and the Place of Action Research in Social Justice

Readings: 
FIRPP Web Site






“Refugee Roulette” (Available on SSRN – Link on Blackboard) 






Simmons, “Making the Teaching of Social Justice Matter” (Blackboard)



Belous and Mundt (Compilers), “Letters to a Detainee: Immigration Detention in Arizona” (Blackboard)

Week 3 

Overview of the Asylum Process and “Asylum Denied”

Readings:
Kenney, Asylum Denied





Selected Statutes and Regulations

Assigned:
Presentations on Recent Law Review Articles and Cases

Week 4

Overview of Action Research and the Historical Context

Readings: 
Greenwood and Levin, Chapters 1 and 16 



Greenwood and Levin Chapter 17 (Recommended)



Cornwall and Jewkes, “What is Participatory Research?”

Burgess “Participatory Action Research: First-Person Perspectives of a Graduate Student”

Assigned: 
Group Presentations on Selected Action Research Studies 


Field Trip to Florence

Week 5

Action Research in Context: Ethical and Theoretical Perspectives
Readings:
Greenwood and Levin, Chapters 4, 9, and 10


Wallerstein, et al., “Developing and Maintaining Partnerships with Communities”
Brydon-Miller and Greenwood, “A Re-Examination of the Relationship between Action Research and Human Subjects Review Processes” 

Assigned:
NIH IRB Training Certificates (If Needed)
Week 6

Action Research as Science and Knowledge Co-Generation 
Readings:
Greenwood and Levin, Chapters 5-8
Tashakkori and Creswell, “Envisioning the Future Stewards of the Social-Behavioral Research Enterprise” 

Assigned:
TBA
Week 7

Legal Ethnography
Readings:
Starr and Goodale, Practicing Ethnography in Law (Selections)
Assigned:
Group Presentations on Legal Ethnography

Week 8 

Ethnography and Asylum Law 
Readings:
Wainer, “Beyond the Wire: Levinas Vis-a-Vis Villawood”
Spring Break:  March 14-20
Weeks 9-15
Group Research
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